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Local designers 
and retailers hosted 
a fashion show to 
benefi t a student-
founded charity.
See page 5
Mat Sloughter says 
President Obama’s 
stance on torture 
hasn’t softened from 
the last administra-
tion.
See page 4
South Carolina won 
its sixth conference  
game of the season 
thanks to its rushing 
attack.
See page 8
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Throngs of the university’s top 
donors f locked past the recreated 
gates  of  t he Horseshoe into a 
darkened ballroom of the Columbia 
Metropolitan Convention Center 
Fr iday n ight ,  where t hey were 
gleefully thanked for their previous 
donations and treated to seared French 
lamb chops adorned with a red wine 
demi-glace.
The kickoff gala for the $1 billion 
Carolina’s Promise capital campaign, 
with its setting designed by USC’s 
theatre department to mimic the 
Horseshoe, had quite the backdrop. 
On the wall behind the stage was 
a massive paint ing of McKissick 
Museum. A faithful replica of the 
Maxcy Monument greeted guests just 
inside the gates. Real trees even fl anked 
both sides of the room, but don’t 
worry — USC remains committed 
to sustainability, and the trees will be 
replanted.
Of course, the actual Horseshoe 
isn’t normally fi lled with tables upon 
tables with individual servers, and 
campus meal plans don’t include black 
and white ribbon mousse with fresh 
raspberries, Louis Martini Napa Valley 
Cabernet Sauvingnon and Charles de 
Fere Blanc de Blancs Brut. But the 
guests didn’t seem to mind.
The 480 or so in attendance were 
treated to a night of speeches and 
entertainment to kick off the $1 billion 
crusade. The fundraising campaign 
is the most ambitious in the history 
of South Carolina higher education, 
and only about 36 other universities 
nationwide have set such a goal. In his 
keynote speech at the event, President 
Harris Pastides offi cially dubbed the 
campaign Carolina’s Promise. 
Such a campaign is necessary, 
officials say, if USC is to continue 
rising in ranks despite state budget 
cuts.
“There is simply not enough in the 
state budget to fuel our ambitions, 
and relying on our students’ families 
to be the only source of new fuel 
through their tu it ion payments 
will disadvantage some who need a 
Carolina education most,” Pastides 
said. “So we have to rely on the support 
of donors who have benefitted from 
the University of South Carolina, and 
others as well.” 
Donations now make up a larger 
portion of USC’s annual budget than 
state funds. At a press conference 
earlier Friday, Michelle Dodenhoff, 
vice president of development and 
alumni relations, said USC had set 
goals for one $100 million single 
cont r ibut ion ,  t wo $50 m i l l ion 
donations and 45 $1 million donations. 
The university hoped to impress such 
giving individuals that night. 
The campaign began in July 2007 
and had raised about $530 million 
before going publ ic. Universit y 
capital campaigns usually stay in the 
“silent phase” until at least half of 
the fundraising goal has been raised 
in order for the institution to gauge 
how large a goal can be achieved and 
to encourage donors that they won’t 
be putting their money toward an 
unfeasible goal. USC plans to raise the 
full billion by June 30, 2015.
Friday’s event was largely an in-
house affair that was put on by and 
showcased students and alumni, Tyron 
McFarlan, a ’96 graduate and former 
ringmaster of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, emceed the 
event. Dinobrite Productions, founded 
by ’11 alumni Joey Thompson and 
Fabio Frey, premiered its campaign 
video. Walsh Family Media, founded 
by ’88 a lu m nus 
Pat r ic k  Wa l s h , 
also premiered the 
national campaign 
k i c k o f f  v i d e o , 
wh ic h  f eat u red 
a  c o m p u t e r -
generated Cocky. 
The virtual national kickoff will take 
place in 20 cities from Sumter to 
Chicago on May 10.
The night also featured vignettes 
from students, including Elizabeth 
Wilson, a fourth-year quintuple 
business st udent and “business 
humanitarian,” who received raucous 
applause after saying “promise to 
innovate” in fi ve different languages.
USC baseball player Michael Roth 
followed the tough act and ironically 
had a Texas Gov. Rick Perry moment 
while telling his story about coming 
through under pressure to win two 
back-to-back College World Series. 
But he recovered and slid home nicely.
“Well, you know how this story 
ends,” Roth said, looking at a hand 
covered with championship rings. 
The crowd laughed and applauded.
“I walked into Spanish class and 
aced that fi nal!” Roth said. 
Once the program ended and the 
dancing and music began, the night 
became somewhat surreal. Simply 
Irresistible, the band commissioned 
to play the event, aptly launched 
into “We Are Family” and McFarlan 
coaxed guests into dancing as the 
The large hordes — from retired 
soldiers with decorated uniforms to 
jubilant children chanting “U-S-A! 
U-S-A!” — crowded Sumter Street on a 
brisk, clear-sky Friday to recognize the 
33rd Annual Veterans Day Parade . 
To commemorate those who served 
in our nation’s wars, a variety of bands 
played songs while multiple groups of 
marching soldiers recited their own 
patriotic hymns.
Darryl Jumper of Columbia, who was 
in the Marine Corps for eight years and 
fought in the Gulf War , said it is an 
honor to be a veteran who served in a 
war. Jumper came out “to give back to all 
the fellow veterans who have served past 
and present,” he said.
Jerry Kelly served in the Navy during 
the Vietnam War . To him, serving in a 
war was just a responsibility. 
After a day and game and victory that left him teary-eyed, 
South Carolina coach Steve Spurrier made it clear he 
doesn’t expect anyone to cry for his Gamecocks. 
KRATCH ● 8
Ryan Quinn
RQUINN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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The 33rd Annual Veterans Day Parade was 
held on Sumter Street Friday and featured 
a variety of Columbia citizens, as well as 
members of all branches of the military.
USC LAUNCHES $1 BILLION CAMPAIGN
Black tie gala honors 
university’s top donors
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
William and Lou Kennedy have donated $30 million to the university, the 
largest contribution to USC’s $1 billion Carolina’s Promise capital campaign.
Downtown parade 
commends veterans, 
attracts politicians
Republican presidential candidates 
Bachmann, Perry in attendance
Derek Legette
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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James Kratch
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“If the university prospers, it’s an 
indication that the state is going to 
prosper.”
                      — Mayor Steve Benjamin  .
Simply perfect 
against the division
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Students divided and conquered 
Sunday to clean up the Rocky Branch 
Creek , the waterway that snakes 
through the campus’s southern end 
that could be affected by a possible 
Wa l ma r t  s i t e  for  Su s t a i nable 
Carolina’s Clean-Up Columbia 2011 .
Ta k i ng  pa r t  i n  Su s t a i n able 
Carolina’s Clean-Up Columbia 2011, 
53 students separated into four groups 
to collect the creek’s trash behind the 
Blatt Physical Education Center, at 
Maxcy Gregg Park , near the Olympia 
Mills neighborhood and near the 
Capital City Stadium on Assembly 
Street.
U S C ’s  g r e e n  o r g a n i z a t i o n 
teamed up with Keep the Midlands 
Beautiful and Gills Creek Watershed 
Association to pick up trash near the 
creek with the hopes of making a new 
watershed organization for the Rocky 
Branch.
“We’ve got Rocky Branch right in 
our backyard, so we’re going with an 
initiative that Sustainable Carolina’s 
been supporting on making a Rocky 
Branch Watershed Association,” said 
fourth-year biology student Sam 
Johnson , who works with Sustainable 
Carolina. “Since this is so close to 
campus, it’d be fantastic if we had 
dedicated and consistent student 
support for it.”
Gill Creek Watershed Association 
President Emily Jones spoke highly 
of the student turnout. Only 30 to 40 
students were expected to come, but 
53 got their hands dirty with trash 
instead.
“The energy that seems to be there 
between students and the larger 
community for restoring Rocky 
Branch is really impressive,” she said.
Ju s t i ne  G r i l l i  ,  a  f i r s t-y e a r 
international business student , said 
her group spent an hour picking up 
broken glass near the creek behind 
the Blatt P.E. Center. “There’s a lot of 
broken up shards of glass and crushed 
beer cans too,” she said.
Students were fi nding a motley stash 
of tarnished items at the creek near the 
Capital City Stadium — the potential 
site for a downtown Walmart.
“It’s kind of gross,” said second-year 
marine science student Elise Kennedy , 
while students were fi nding old radios, 
thrown-out metals and an old toy. “It’s 
kind of disappointing, so I’m hoping 
that we can clean it up and just make 
this a nicer place in general.”
Second-year history student Tony 
Chiarello , who came out to clean for 
his philosophy class, said he doesn’t 
think a downtown Walmart is needed, 
especially if it negatively affects the 
environment. 
“Is Walmart coming in going to 
hurt the ecosystem? If it’s going to, 
then I’m against them being there,” 
Chiarello said. 
Johnson said he doesn’t oppose 
Walmart being near the Rocky 
Branch Creek, but possible fl ooding 
should not be ignored . 
“There’s should be a caref u l 
approach taken with it,” Johnson said.
Columbia City Councilwoman 
Belinda Gergel said the city has 
undergone a process to revise the 
city’s storm water ordinances. 
“I am anticipating that our new 
ordinances will address significant 
portions of the concerns,” she said.
The council will discuss these 
ordinances at City Hall Tuesday at 
1:30 p.m. 
“It’s just a job I do,” Kelly said. “I 
made an oath to serve my country so 
I had to fulfi ll it.
“[The Veterans Day Parade] is a 
small way to honor the ones who 
were not here to be able to see this.”
While a Green Berets helicopter 
zigzagged over the sight, people 
gazed at the Marine Corps League , 
Chapin High School students , K-9 
War Dogs , Tuskegee Airmen and 
a small f leet of military and police 
vehicles — just some of the parade’s 
features.
Even though her daughter who was 
in the Air Force for nine years didn’t 
serve in a war, Jacqueline Radical 
said that Veterans Day celebrates the 
people out there trying to take care 
of the people back home. 
“ Just  let t ing t hem k now we 
appreciate it even though I don’t have 
anything to do with it,” she said.
Republican presidential candidates 
Rep. Michele Bachmann and Texas 
Gov. Rick Perry were also part of the 
parade. 
South Carolina Congressman Joe 
Wilson accompanied Bachmann in 
saying hello to Columbia while Perry 
was on his own, waving and greeting 
the public.
“I think it can’t hurt his image,” 
sa id Columbia resident Vernon 
Turner of Perry’s visit to Columbia. 
But he acknowledged Perry lacks 
debating skills. 
“When he talks, he has a hard 
time getting across what he means,” 
Turner said.
Even Occupy Columbia protester 
Elaine Cooper came out to support 
the veterans, say ing that some 
veterans are part of their cause.
“They have a banner that says 
‘Occupy Columbia Veterans,’” she 
said. “There’s a tremendous amount 
of veterans who are unemployed, 
don’t have enough benefits or are 
living in their cars.” band transitioned into the 
Black Eyed Peas’ “I Gotta 
Feeling.” Student Body 
President Joe Wright was 
among the first on the 
fl oor. 
A  m a g i c i a n  w i t h 
a  rea l  rabbit  weaved 
among t he crowd, at 
one point doing tricks 
for a small group that 
included Vice President 
for  Com mu n icat ions 
L u a n n e  L a w r e n c e , 
Dean of the College of 
Mass Communications 
and Information Studies 
C h a r l e s  B i e r b a u e r 
and A ssociated Press 
Correspondent Susanne 
Schafer. 
Columbia Mayor Steve 
Benjamin took a break 
from the dance f loor to 
say whether he thought 
USC could hit a billion.
“A b solute l y,  we’re 
going to ring the bell,” 
Benjamin said. “If the 
university prospers, it’s an 
indication that the state is 
going to prosper. Tonight 
is an indicator.” 
W i l l i a m  a n d  L o u 
Kennedy — who donated 
$30 million to the College 
of Pharmacy, the largest 
cont r ibut ion  to  t he 
campaign so far — said 
they thought Carolina 
was a solid investment.
“It’s like we’ve been 
an underdog for so many 
years, but I feel like now 
we’re at a point that the 
school can grow, and the 
school’s attracted so much 
attention that I think it’s 
an opportunity for the 
school to really advance 
into the future,” William 
Kennedy said. 
Comments on this story? 
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Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
President Harris Pastides speaks at a press 
conference Friday about USC’s capital campaign.
Photos by Brian Almond / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
The Veterans Day Parade on Sumter Street featured a fl eet of military and police 
vehicles, and Rep. Michele Bachmann and Texas Gov. Rick made appearances.
Sustainable Carolina volunteers 
to clean Rocky Branch Creek
Students collect trash 
near potential Walmart site
Derek Legette
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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T h e  C a r o l i n a –
Clemson Blood Drive 
w i l l  soon be in f u l l 
s w i ng  for  t he  27t h 
consecutive year. 
Beginning Monday , 
the drive encourages 
USC students, faculty 
and staff to “come out 
to give blood, save lives 
and beat Clemson.” 
The drive, which will 
r u n t h rough Fr iday 
in the Russell House 
Ballroom from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. as well as at 
var ious Bloodmobile 
locat ions throughout 
campus , is the largest 
collegiate blood drive 
in the nation and comes 
at a crucial time for the 
A merican Red Cross 
blood banks.
“We really encourage 
people to come out and 
give blood at this time 
of year because this is 
when the demand is the 
highest,” said fourth-
year psychology student 
and Blood Drive Head 
KJ Byrd . 
The blood drive is 
also the largest in South 
Carol ina, with more 
t ha n 4,0 0 0 pint s  of 
usable blood donated by 
USC and about 2,500 by 
Clemson in 2010’s drive .
Byrd and the rest of 
the blood drive team, 
consist ing of 13 co-
chairs of fi ve committees 
f rom Fratern it y and 
Soror it y  L i fe ,  have 
raised the bar for this 
year’s drive.
“Participation in the 
drive has gone up every 
year, so we are hoping 
for 4,500 pints of blood 
to be donated this year,” 
Byrd said.
As one pint of blood 
per person is the typical 
donation, this would call 
for 4,500 donors, but 
some donors will be able 
to donate more.
“Donors with certain, 
rarer blood types like 
O negative, B positive 
and A B posit ive and 
who fit certain height 
and weight restrictions 
are able and encouraged 
to donate using the Alyx 
machine, which takes 
two pints of blood in 
one sitting,” Byrd said. 
W i t h  h o p e s  f o r 
s uch  h igh  leve l s  of 
participation, Byrd and 
her team have already 
started working on ways 
to minimize wait times 
and alleviate boredom 
for those wait ing to 
donate .  Donor s  a re 
encouraged to check the 
team’s Twitter account, 
@USCBloodDrive11 , 
for wait t imes before 
coming in.
“We’re going to have 
a lot of different games 
going on in line, so the 
wait will seem shorter,” 
Byrd said.
T h e  c o n s i s t e n t 
success of the Carolina–
Clemson Blood Drive 
has led to its gaining 
m a j o r  s p o n s o r s h i p 
t h is  year,  w it h The 
Retreat student living 
community and Earth 
F a r e  s u p e r m a r k e t 
bot h donat ing more 
t h a n  $1,0 0 0  to  t he 
d r i ve .  I n  add i t ion , 
By rd sa id numerous 
ot her sponsors have 
been donat ing to the 
under $500 level. This 
revenue will go to fund 
promot ion a l  i t em s , 
including the Carolina–
Clemson Blood Drive 
T-shirts for all donors 
and addit ional “Beat 
C le m s o n”  T- s h i r t s 
for those who donate 
Tuesday night. Donors 
will also receive a free 
drink and chips with 
a sub purchase f rom 
Firehouse .
Students are looking 
forward to the drive and 
enthusiastic about the 
good it will do.
“Hav ing th is huge 
r i v a l r y  u sed  to  for 
charity is a really great 
thing,” said f irst-year 
spor t s  m a nagement 
student Kelsey Pincket . 
“ G i v i n g  b l o o d  i s 
something everyone can 
do to really help out.”
Donat ions  ca n be 
given Monday through 
Friday in the Russell 
House Ballroom from 
10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and at 
Bloodmobile locations 
a l l  o v e r  c a m p u s 
throughout the week . 
Locat ions and t imes 
can be found at www.
sa.sc.edu/fsl/Carolina–
Clemson-blood-drive .  
Annual Carolina–Clemson Blood Drive begins
Amanda Coyne
NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Rival schools 
compete in 
donations
Comments on this story? 
Visit: dailygamecock.com/
news
Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Starting Monday, students may donate blood in the Russell House Ballroom or various Bloodmobiles across campus from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.
We sometimes criticize the university 
for its missteps and seemingly endless 
bureaucracy, but USC is seemingly galloping 
in the right direction.
Further proof of this came over the 
weekend. The university kicked off a $1 
billion capital campaign that could provide 
m u c h - n e e d e d 
s c h o l a r s h i p s , 
renovat ion s ,  new 
facilities and talented 
professors. More than 
anything, it could 
prevent tuition and 
fees from rising — a 
troublesome trend 
we’ve seen time and 
time again in recent 
years.
This one seems 
planned out quite well. Tapping David 
Seaton , a Fortune 500 CEO with endless 
contacts, to serve as the campaign’s chairman 
is a stroke of genius. Having a black-tie gala 
— complete with a living representation of 
the university’s top accomplishments — is a 
classy move that positions the university quite 
well . Securing a strong strategic plan for the 
campaign that includes tangible plans for the 
money and how USC can raise the funds is 
especially impressive.
The university scored a big home run here, 
though it almost committed a major error 
by claiming the gala — paid for partially 
with tuition dollars — was a private event 
that couldn’t be attended by any news 
organization. Thankfully, the university’s 
top communications offi cial saw the folly in 
her ways and recoiled. 
Over on the pigskin, the university notched 
another historic landmark. For the fi rst time 
since joining the SEC almost 20 years ago, 
USC’s football team won six conference 
games. The team has a very real shot at 
winning 10 — or more — games. The Ol’ 
Ball Coach obviously still has it.
The women’s soccer team also won its fi rst-
round NCAA game . This crowd is powerful 
and makes our university all the more proud.
There are a multitude of ways we could 
show the university on the upswing. These 
three are prime examples. We only hope 
things continue to get better. 
The Republican presidential debates 
have mostly become repetitive, but 
Saturday’s debate was more interesting, 
as it focused on foreign policy and 
security issues that have otherwise 
received little attention this election 
cycle.
The most unset t l ing moment 
came when the candidates were asked 
a b o u t  t o r t u r e  a n d 
“enhanced interrogation 
techniques,” and only 
two (Jon Huntsman and 
Rep. Ron Paul ) were 
willing to repudiate the 
torture of detainees. 
Herman Cain refused 
to call waterboarding 
torture, saying he would 
a l low the technique 
t o  b e  u s e d .  R e p . 
Michele Bachmann falsely claimed 
waterboarding was “effective” when 
used under former President George 
W. Bush and suggested President 
Barack Obama has “decided we want to 
lose in the War on Terror.” She accused 
Obama of “allowing the ACLU to run 
the CIA,” claiming, “when we interdict 
a terrorist on the battlefi eld, we have no 
jail for them.”
W hat ’s  mos t  s t r i k i ng  i s  not 
Bachmann’s misrepresentat ion of 
torture under Bush or her eagerness to 
reinstate those policies. Although Sen. 
John McCain denounced torture in 
2008, the Republican base has always 
supported it. It’s interesting how the 
GOP has embraced one of the great 
myths of Obama’s presidency: that he 
has softened our approach to terrorism.
It’s true the use of waterboarding was 
offi cially ended by an executive order 
issued by Obama in 2009, constraining 
interrogation techniques to those 
allowed by the Army Field Manual . 
However, the Army Field Manual was 
revised in 2006 to legitimize some 
of the techniques being employed at 
Guantanamo Bay , so while the most 
egregious techniques practiced by the 
CIA have been ended, a wide array of 
brutal techniques is still available. 
Obama has continued the practice 
of extraordinary rendition, wherein 
we hand prisoners over to foreign 
governments so our consciences need 
not be troubled by whatever is done to 
them. 
Offi cially, we require assurances that 
these prisoners will not be tortured, but 
in practice Obama’s policy is no stricter 
than Bush’s. Contrary to Bachmann’s 
claim that we have no jail for prisoners 
captured on the battlefield, we still 
operate a prison at Bagram Airfield 
in Afghanistan , including, according 
to the Red Cross , a secret site where 
prisoners are subject to abuse. 
And, of course, the Afghans operate 
prisons that no executive order can 
touch. What’s helped Obama’s record 
on detainee treatment most is his focus 
on killing rather than capturing. 
Far from abandoning the War on 
Terror , Obama has stepped it up, 
expanding it via drone strikes into 
Pakistan and Yemen . 
This president’s administrat ion 
charged a child soldier with war crimes, 
for maybe having thrown a grenade 
during a battle, so it’s hard for those of 
us who have been paying attention to 
see him as a dove. 
But  it ’s  impor t a nt  to  Obama 
politically that he appear to be a gentler, 
more law-abiding commander-in-chief 
than Bush, and this perception is 
politically useful to the Republicans, 
too. That both sides repeat the myth 
does not make it true. 
A new law set to take effect in South Carolina 
pending a Supreme Court ruling requires voters to 
produce an offi cial South Carolina photo identifi cation 
at the polls in order to cast their ballots.
Recent studies show that the law will have a far-
reaching impact on the electoral process. According 
to a study conducted by the Associated Press, there are 
11,087 minority voters without photo IDs in Richland 
County alone . A total of 31 states are attempting to 
impose similar laws which, according to CNN.com, 
will impact upward of five million minority voters 
nationwide who don’t have a photo ID. Two of the 
past three presidential elections have been decided by 
a slimmer margin.
The South Carolina law will impact minority 
voters at a substantially higher rate than their white 
counterparts. Due to the high costs of photo IDs 
($150 in some areas), many minorities will be forced 
to forfeit their right to vote. Far fewer 
whites will have to do so.
South Carolina Democratic Party 
Chairman Dick Harpootlian called 
the law “electoral genocide” while 
the Nat ional Associat ion for the 
Advancement of Colored Persons 
President Benjamin Todd Jealous called 
the laws the “greatest assault on voting 
rights that we have seen since the dawn 
of Jim Crow.”
W h i le  t he  new l aw  pa le s  i n 
comparison to the horrifi c atrocities of 
the Jim Crow era, it is important to acknowledge that 
South Carolina has a long and passionate history of 
disenfranchising minorities. In the landmark Supreme 
Court decision South Carolina v. Katzenbach , the 
Palmetto State attempted to bypass provisions of the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 so that it could continue to 
deny blacks at the polls.
While the intentions of the new law may differ, 
the potential disenfranchisement of tens of thousands 
of blacks is far too consistent with the state’s 
discriminatory history. Supporters of the law claim 
that widespread voter fraud justifi es the requirement 
of a photo ID at the polls.
A simple examination of the facts dispels this claim. 
A recent study conducted by the New York University 
School of Law found that of the nearly 400 million 
votes cast in general elections since 2000, “there 
has only been one proven attempt at impersonation 
that was thwarted without a photo ID requirement, 
and nine unresolved cases.” Assuming a worst-case 
scenario, that’s 10 cases of voter fraud out of 400 
million votes, hardly enough to be used as justifi cation 
for a law that could potentially disenfranchise 
millions. If the voter ID law is put into effect, the 
democratic rights of all Americans will be signifi cantly 
diminished, and millions of voters will be silenced at 
the polls. 
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CORRECTIONS
If you fi nd an error in today’s edition of The Daily Gamecock, let 
us know about it. Email sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu and we will 
print the correction in our next issue.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V iew poi nt s  page i s  to s t imu late 
discussion in the University of South 
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected 
to provide logical arguments to back 
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers 
three methods of expression: letters to 
the editor, guest columns and feedback 
on dailygamecock.com.
L e t t e r s  a n d  g u e s t  c o l u m n s 
shou ld  b e  s ubm it t ed  v i a  e -m a i l 
to gamecockeditor@sc.edu. Letters 
must be 200 to 300 words in length 
and include the author’s name, year in 
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
columns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name 
and position. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of The Daily Gamecock and must 
conform to the legal standards of USC 
Student Media.
IT’S YOUR RIGHT
Photo ID law discriminates against minorities
SC legislation aimed at stopping
 fraud will actually prevent voting
 Brutal interrogation tactics continue 
Obama’s approach to 
torture has not softened
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 The federal government ordered 
medicinal marijuana dispensaries 
to close starting Nov. 12 or be 
punished by federal prosecutors. 
This is part of a battle that the US 
government has been fi ghting for 
40 years and has only impacted the 
“problem” in a minimal way. 
The first federal anti-drug law 
was instated in 1914 to combat 
opium consumption . The f irst 
anti-cannabis law was instated in 
1937 ; some claim that it was by 
the lobbying efforts of DuPont 
Inc. , a textile company that wished 
to combat the competition from 
hemp products. And the United 
States’ “War on Drugs” was started 
in 1971 by the Richard Nixon 
administration and has cost billions 
of dollars and numerous lives since.
In 2007, 1,841,182 Americans 
were arrested on drug-related 
charges , according to a Cato 
Institute report. The report said 
in 2008, $26.11 billion was spent 
on drug-related prosecution in our 
legal system, which includes police 
work, judicial prosecutions and 
correctional costs.
The United States must reform 
its drug laws. Three out of four 
Americans feel the War on Drugs 
is failing. I, much like other college 
students, feel that most drugs are 
just like alcohol: If you want to use 
them to have a good time, then 
have at it. The government needs 
to realize that drugs could make 
hundreds of billions of dollars from 
tax revenue, including sin taxes, 
sales taxes and income taxes. 
Legalization in the United States 
would also make Central and South 
America much safer regions, and 
the United States should be actively 
working toward a peaceful Western 
Hemisphere and a peaceful world. 
USC professor Jim Stiver will host 
a lively discussion Tuesday at 7 
p.m. in Gambrell Hall room 005 
fu rther exploring the discussion 
of America’s drug addiction and if 
the country should kick its habit. 
— John Cuenin, third-year political 
science and economics student
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“Fashion is not something that exists in dresses only. 
Fashion is in the sky, in the street. Fashion has to do 
with ideas, the way with ideas, what is happening.”
— Coco Chanel
Photos Courtesy of Christian Barker
The “Birds of a Feather Flock Together” fashion show featured collections by local retailers Southern Beaus, VanJean, Carol Copeland and Pink Sorbet, among others.
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A powder blue tube top over a pair of black 
skinny jeans was among the pieces shown from 
fourth-year retailing student Amy Woodell’s 
“restyled” tees line for her charity “Clothed in 
Hope.” 
Following it were four other tops made from 
recycled T-shirts Woodell had cut, sewn and 
embellished to show at the Retail 388 “Birds of a 
Feather Flock Together” fashion show.
“The show was great,” Woodell said. ”It was 
awesome to see how many people came out to 
support.”
Woodell, along with two other student designers 
and a handful of local retail sponsors, showed 
their collections at 701 Whaley’s Grand Hall, 
which was packed with more than 350 attendees. 
Throughout the night, sheer fabric, furs and long 
silhouettes were repeated in the presentations.
“This is my fourth show. We do one in April 
— in the spring — in addition to this one,” said 
Donna Watts, professor of the RETL 388 class 
that puts the show on. “Students pick a different 
charity every semester, so it’s fun to see which one 
they pick.” 
Watts said that in three semesters the class has 
raised more than $1,000 for charity, not counting 
the earnings from Sunday night’s show.
For this year’s show, the class chose to raise 
money for Woodell’s charity.
“She’s in our class, so she’s a student,” fourth-
year retail student Kari Haviland said. “She’s local 
and she really represents our university well, so we 
decided to go with her charity.”
Haviland was the director for this year’s show. 
As a former member of Fashion Board at USC, 
she wasn’t new to putting on a large-scale show.
“We were here at 7 a.m., so we made it extra 
special and gave it a chic touch,” said Haviland, 
looking toward the runway that had been decorated 
with old-style lanterns, crystals dripping from the 
roof and lights wrapped around the posts. Walls 
were decorated with f lower arrangements to 
contribute to the “chic” ambiance of the show.
A f t e r 
spend i ng 
the summer 
o f  2 0 1 0  o n 
a  m i s s i o n  t r i p t o 
Zambia, Africa, Woodell felt called to 
use her knowledge of fashion and retail 
to help empower the women of the slums 
where she worked.
This February, she started Clothed in Hope, 
a program to promote long-term economic 
development by teaching Zambian women the 
art of sewing. This June, Clothed in Hope will 
begin its fi rst two-month training program 
with eight instructors. Each woman who 
graduates from the program will receive a 
sewing machine and will have the opportunity 
to create recycled clothing for the company, 
which will be sold through Etsy.com. 
“I’m really passionate about this opportunity,” 
Woodell said. “It’s a way we can be part of 
creating a sustainable livelihood. For us, sewing is 
a hobby, but for these women, it’s a life-changing 
skill and it’s going to have a ripple effect through 
their families and through the community. It’s a 
knowledge they can pass on to their children.”
Woodell said she was grateful to the School of 
Hotel, Restaurant and Tourism Management for 
its continuous support of her organization. This 
past semester, the Hospitality, Retail and Sport 
Management 301 professional development class 
has been working to raise nearly $5,000 to help 
cover the initial operating costs of Clothed in 
Hope’s teaching program.
“I’ve had incredible support from my friends 
and from the university,” Woodell said. “It’s 
crazy looking back on this journey and all that 
I’ve learned in the past year, and it’s humbling to 
realize that the community is coming together for 
this cause.
Woodell spoke briefl y and showed a short fi lm 
about her charity at the show moments before 
showing her collection, which gave attendees 
a preview of the types of pieces the Zambian 
women would be learning to make.
Third-year retailing student Ashlyn Tuggle also 
showed her collection. Under the label Southern 
Beaus, Tuggle displayed a collection of seersucker 
and color-blocked 
bow ties and clutches. 
Tuggle sa id she got 
involved so she could get 
the word out about her brand.
The third student designer looking to get 
the word out about her brand was second-year 
retailing student Lilly Greenhalgh, presenting the 
fi rst collection under her label Halgh. Described 
by Greenhalgh as a mix between Mulberry and 
Tory Burch, the collection emphasized long 
f luttering silhouettes that found favor with 
attendees.
“I was inspired by animal prints,” Greenhalgh 
said. “And I really love Bohemian style, so there 
are a lot of sheers.”
In addition to these designers, local retailers 
including VanJean, Bohemian, Pink Sorbet, 
Belladea and LaRoque showed pieces during the 
show. Teacher-turned-designer Carol Copeland 
also showed her fi rst collection, describing it as 
more of a menagerie than an actual collection. 
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
Local designers, students 
contribute to charity fashion 
Mikelle Street & Kathryn Kranjc
MIX@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
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HOUSING
3BD, 2BA one mile to USC, Old 
Shandon,fenced yard. 318-0729
1BR-$400 @VIRGINIA & OLYMPIA
1BR-$400 near RM Heart Hosp
 Kit w appl-carpet-H20-Swr pd
Lease-App-SDep. 803-238-6916
EMPLOYMENT
Overwhelming response from 
Columbia’s nightlife seekers 
means we need additional staff!  
We are hiring attractive bartenders, 
shotgirls, waitstaff and security at 
the premier nightspot, XS Nightlife. 
Apply in person, weeknights from 
5-7 pm, 700B Gervais Street.  
EOE.
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No 
Experience Nec.Training  Available. 
800-965-6520 Ext253
Clinic research asst. Chance to be 
co-author of peer review journal. 
Freshman/Soph. only. tessah@
midlandsortho.com
PT Optical Sales position available 
in high fashion optical boutique for 
responsible, dependable, fashion 
conscious individual. Optical, sales 
& insurance experience a plus. 
Office hours 9-5:30 Mon-Fri, Sat 
9-5:00. Must be available most 
Saturdays. Please send resume, 
references, available hours and 
compensation requirements. Email 
eyes.r.us@hotmail.com.
Horse Carriage Drivers Wanted
Drivers for horse-drawn carriages 
wanted   Weekend and Holiday 
evening hours.  Horse experience 
preferred.  Drivers license required. 
Resume: ColumbiaCarriage@aol.
com or 803.227.3833
EMPLOYMENT 
English riding instructors, 
Hunter jumper/dressage. Min 
3 afternoons/week. 20 minutes 
from campus. 786-8400 
LongcreekEques@aol.com   
 TRAVEL
BAHAMAS SPRING BREAK
$189 for 5-Days. All prices 
include: Round-trip luxury party 
cruise. Accommodations on 
the island at your choice of 13 
resorts. Appalachia Travel. www.
BahamaSun.com 800-867-5018
MISC
FREE SODA! 
USCGIVES.WEEBLY.COM
ADDITIONAL INFO
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
DEADLINE
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available 
for addt’l cost
Noon, 1 business day 
prior to publication
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30 
characters
LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line
TODAY
MISSING YOU DEARLY, EAST FROM 
WEST, KINGS LAST SHOT 
7:30 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21 
New Brookland Tavern, 122 Stat e St.
CAROLINA PRODUCTIONS PRESENTS 
COMEDY OPEN MIC NIGHT 
8 p.m., Free with CarolinaCard 
Russell House Theater 
TOMORROW
DAVE BRITT AND FRIENDS 
8 p.m., free 
The White Mule, 1530 Main St. 
“ANOTHER EARTH ”
8 p.m., $6.50 students / 
$7.50 general admission 
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St. 
In yesterday’s puzzle,
clue numbers 20-, 
36-
and 49-Across were
the beginnings of the
clues themselves.
ACROSS
1 Aleutian island
5 Upheaval
8 “Superbad” co-
screenwriter
Seth
13 In a bind?
15 Prison break?
16 Common closer
17 “Yea, verily”
18 Rash
19 Calms
20 Nuttiness
23 Folkie DiFranco
24 Training gear?
26 Art able to
28 Troopers’ gps.
31 Goalpost
component
34 Its state ﬁ sh is 
the
chinook salmon
36 Superﬁ cial,
uncaring effort
38 City known for
wool
39 “Go ahead”
40 Tiny part of a
hard drive
41 Pulitzer-winning
poet Conrad __
43 Aged
44 Wee hrs.
46 Name meaning
“gift of Isis”
49 Verdict readers
52 Brewery
equipment
55 Give holy orders
to
56 Carnival game in
which a suit is
worn
59 Tease
60 Informal essay
61 Gifted one?
62 Spot checker?
63 Forming strands
DOWN
1 Spiel, e.g.
2 Helps to waterski
3 “See you next
fall!” elicitor
4 WWII
battlecruiser in
the Paciﬁ c
5 Where unison
countdowns
usually begin
6 Agnus __
7 Lofty lines
8 With “The,”
1960s series set
in the North
African desert
during WWII
9 Hunter killed by
Artemis, in some
accounts
10 TV drama
narrated by a
teen blogger
11 If not
12 Revivalists
14 Words indicating
betrayal
15 Trivial Pursuit
symbol
19 Rembrandt van
__
21 Phillips, e.g.:
Abbr.
22 Wine orders
24 Tuna preserver
25 Common Zen
temple feature
27 Nursing a grudge
29 Gave two tablets
to, say
30 “The Mikado”
weapon, brieﬂ y
31 Smackeroo
32 Hall & Oates’s
ﬁ rst Top 10 hit
33 __ B’rith
35 “Howards End”
author
37 Transportation
secretary under
Clinton
42 Cousin, for one
45 Gettysburg
general
47 Sweet ring
48 Cork sources
49 Attracted to, with
“of”
50 Food associated
with the starts of
16-, 36- and 56-
Across
51 Hydrocarbon
sufﬁ x
53 South Seas
staple
54 Tonsorial sound
56 V x XI x XI
57 Country that incl.
Sharjah
58 Map feature
11/14/11
Solutions from 11/11/11
11/14/11
for 11/11/11
3 421
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
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South Carolina’s women’s soccer 
team lost fi ve times over the course of 
the 2011 regular season , and in three 
of the matches that directly followed, 
it proceeded to score two goals or 
more en route to a victory .
That wasn’t the case Friday, but 
fortunately that didn’t matter for the 
Gamecocks.
Playing for the first time since 
falling to Alabama in its fi rst match 
of the SEC Tournament , No. 22 
USC jumped out to an early lead then 
managed to hold off the Texas attack, 
beating the Longhorns 1-0 at Stone 
Stadium in the opening round of the 
NCAA Tournament .
“We’re thrilled with a win,” said 
USC coach Shelley Smith . “We were 
so glad to get a home bid, and we took 
full advantage of that. Our players 
were ready to play from the start, and 
that’s what we needed to do against a 
good Texas team. I was really proud 
of our effort and how we jumped on 
them early.”
The Gamecocks’ lone strike came 
courtesy of senior forward Lolly 
Holland . Running onto a cross from 
Maria Petroni , Holland managed to 
redirect the ball just in front of the 
left post, sending it into the lower 
right corner for her sixth goal of the 
season.
Senior forward Kayla Grimsley 
was also credited with an assist on 
the play , giving her 10 goals , 10 
assists and 30 points for the second 
consecutive year. She became the fi rst 
player in program history to reach 
that achievement in 2010. 
“[Scoring early] changes the game 
completely,” Grimsley said. “We 
came in ready to play and caught them 
on their heels a little bit. Anytime you 
can score early it’s a big change in the 
game. We got the momentum going 
forward, and they kind of sat back and 
said, ‘Now we have to work twice as 
hard to catch up.’ I think that helped 
us with confi dence, and we just went 
forward from there.”
The Longhorns recovered from 
a sluggish first half with a strong 
showing in the second, outshooting 
USC 5- 4  a nd  ea r n i ng  t h ree 
corner kicks . UT’s closest scoring 
opportunity came on a corner in the 
49th minute , posting a shot in front 
of the goal before fi ring another off 
a rebound before the USC defense 
managed to clear the ball away.
Freshman keeper Sabrina D’Angelo 
fi nished with four saves on the night, 
earning a shutout in her fi rst NCAA 
Tournament appearance .
“It’s great coming off a loss and 
then being able to win and get 
a shutout,” she said. “Without the 
team and the defense in front of me, I 
wouldn’t have been able to do it.”
The v ictory comes nine days 
after USC’s early exit from the SEC 
Tournament , an exit Grimsley said 
proved to be a blessing in disguise.
“You never want to go out in the 
fi rst game of the SEC Tournament, 
especially when you’re ranked No. 1 
going in, but we took full advantage 
of it,” Grimsley said. “Everybody has 
tweaks at this time in the season, and 
I think a lot of us had some we wanted 
to rest. We had probably the greatest 
practice of the season coming off 
three days of rest, so I think that was 
the best thing that could’ve happened 
other than winning the tournament.”
The Gamecocks’ focus now turns 
to their second-round matchup 
at Stanford next Friday . Having 
successfully avoided overlooking 
Texas, Smith said she expects USC to 
be prepared for the Cardinal.
“Stanford’s obviously the favorite 
to win it all, but we want to win the 
championship as well,” Smith said. 
“It’s always a tough road [in the 
tournament] no matter who you face, 
and you have to get through Stanford 
at some point to win a championship. 
If we can have the opportunity to 
have one of the biggest upsets you’ll 
fi nd in college soccer, we’ll do it.” 
USC dominates inside
Paulina Berkovich
PBERKOVICH@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Play in paint key to win 
in season opener Friday
USC to face Stanford 
in NCAA second round
They won’t win the SEC East, but they have the 
right to call themselves the division’s best team after 
defeating Florida 17-12 at Williams-Brice Stadium on 
Saturday . 
“This was a special one. I don’t mind 
telling you,” said Spurrier, later adding, 
“This is one of the best I’ve ever had. I 
ain’t kidding. I’m serious; this is one of the 
best I’ve ever had.”
Yes, the Gamecocks, theoretically, can 
still win the East. But for that to happen, 
Kentucky — last seen enabling Vanderbilt 
to record its most emphatic conference 
victory since the Nixon administration — 
will have to defeat Georgia on Saturday. 
And that’s not happening. I’m sure some USC fans will 
talk themselves into believing UK coach Joker Phillips , 
a former USC assistant, can lead the Wildcats to an 
astonishing win, but no one should hold their breath. 
The Bulldogs are going to win seven straight SEC 
games, and, as Spurrier has already said, they deserve 
the trip to Atlanta if they do. 
But that doesn’t mean USC has to curl up in shame. 
This season will appear as a disappointment on paper, 
given the Gamecocks’ high preseason ranking and 
designation as the division favorite coming out of SEC 
Media Days . But in actuality, it’s a tremendous success. 
USC fi nished 5-0 against the rest of the East and 6-2 
overall in the conference . Both are school records. And 
the Gamecocks have now won nine of 10 games against 
the division over the last two years, most notably 
beating Georgia, Tennessee and the Gators twice each 
in the last two seasons — a monumental achievement 
given the program’s less-than-stellar past. 
Those six wins against the division’s traditional 
powers have served as validation, not only for Spurrier’s 
decision to accept the USC job in 2005 but his belief 
that great things could be accomplished in Columbia. 
Hence, the misty eyes during his postgame speech 
in the locker room, as reported by freshman tailback 
Brandon Wilds, and downright giddy meeting with the 
media after that.
“When I took this job seven years ago, some of my 
buddies down in Florida said, ‘Steve, you’re crazy,’” 
Spurrier recalled. “‘You’re going to go up there and get 
your butt beat like every other South Carolina coach. 
You’re not going to beat Florida, can’t beat Georgia, 
Tennessee. Why do you want to get into all that?’
“I just said, ‘I believe South Carolina does have a 
chance. They got excellent high school athletes in this 
state, and if we do a good job recruiting, get the right 
players, we got a chance to play just like anyone else.’”
This hasn’t been a very pleasant autumn for Spurrier. 
It has been one spent answering uncomfortable 
questions about NCAA investigations, sending press 
conferences into made-for-YouTube upheaval, seeing 
his enigmatic quarterback dismissed , watching his 
all-American tailback suffer a season-ending injury and 
lamenting an anemic offense that struggles to do the 
one thing he loves most — throw the ball. 
And yet here he and the Gamecocks are at 8-2 overall , 
despite not having players like Marcus Lattimore , Kyle 
Nunn and, yes, Stephen Garcia in addition to rolling 
out a game plan titled “Play defense and pray the run 
game can get two touchdowns” each week. Ten wins, 
still the school record thanks to the magical, mystical 
year that was 1984 , remain very much in play. With a 
win over The Citadel, USC could even get the 10th 
win the same way it got it back then — by beating 
Clemson. Surely those buddies of Spurrier’s down 
in the Sunshine State never thought the Gamecocks 
would hit double-digit wins. But they might.
During his postgame comments, Spurrier took 
a moment to remember the late Charles Crews , a 
longtime booster whose financial donations helped 
build the football facility at the south end of the 
stadium , one that houses Spurrier’s offi ce and bears 
Crews’ name. Crews passed away in February .
“I wish Dr. Crews was here,” Spurrier said. “The 
fi rst time we beat Tennessee, he was just ecstatic. He 
was overjoyful. He would’ve had a big time here today.”
In a related story, South Carolina proved it is a 
program capable of hitting the big time someday. 
Unless a miracle happens between the hedges, it won’t 
get a chance to do so this season. But that doesn’t matter 
in the grand scheme of things. For all the Gamecocks 
have dealt with this season, they don’t need a division 
title to make it a meaningful, successful campaign. 
Doing what no one believed they could is good enough. 
They won’t win the East, but that’s nothing that needs 
to be cried over. 
Women’s soccer wins
Andrew Askins / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Lakeem Jackson, USC’s point guard for the moment, had 10 rebounds against WCU.
Ryan Velasquez
RVELASQUEZ@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM
Comments on this story? 
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports
Chris Keohane / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Kayla Grimsley’s assist led to the Gamecocks only goal of the night on Friday.
Nothing for Carolina to cry about
James 
Kratch
Fourth-year 
English student
KRATCH ● Continued from 1
South Carolina established itself in 
some unfamiliar territory in its season 
opener against Western Carolina .
USC dominated on the inside, 
scoring 46 points in the paint en route 
to a 75-50 rout of WCU at Colonial Life 
Arena on Friday night . After fi nishing 
last week’s exhibition against Kentucky 
Wesleyan with 24 points in the paint , 
USC posted 26 in the fi rst half alone .
“Easy baskets make ever y thing 
easier,” said coach Darrin Horn . “They 
make shots when you have to run 
offense and execute go down better. 
I think getting those easy baskets, 
whether it’s in transition or at the basket 
at half-court, is obviously a huge help.”
Both teams struggled to score in the 
opening minutes, with the Gamecocks 
missing six of their first seven shots . 
But with the game tied at 16 midway 
through the fi rst half, USC took off on 
a 17-6 run , building a lead it would not 
relinquish. 
The Gamecocks took advantage of 18 
offensive rebounds to score 20 second-
chance points. Junior Lakeem Jackson 
led all players with 10 boards , eight on 
the defensive glass . But Horn said that 
defensive rebounding is still a concern 
for the team overall.
“Rebounding wasn’t good early,” 
Horn said. “I think on the whole, 
because we rebounded so well on the 
offensive end, it made up for it in terms 
of numbers. But I think that’s going 
to remain a focus. It’s not the kind of 
thing that if it goes good one game, we 
fi gured it out.”
Jackson, who is transitioning from 
the wing to point guard, says he 
is becoming more comfortable with 
his new position. At 6-foot-5 , he is 
unusually tall for a point guard, but he 
has turned his height into an advantage 
for the Gamecocks.
“I run it in practice all the time,” 
Jackson said. “It’s nothing different, 
just going in, knowing my role, doing 
what I need to do, picking my spots and 
keeping the ball. Just be patient, not 
force anything — that’s the main thing 
I’ve been trying to focus on in practice. 
Just staying calm. And all these little 
point guards — keep them on my hip.”
Horn said he has not emphasized any 
particular aspect of the game to Jackson 
as he adjusts to his new role.
“The only basketball-specific thing 
was just to make the simple play,” Horn 
said. “One of the things Lakeem is 
good at is he has great court vision and 
really good transitions on the f loor, 
fi nding guys and that kind of thing. He 
occasionally gets into trouble trying to 
make the tough pass. But other than 
that, be yourself and have fun.
“I don’t want Lakeem Jackson to be 
some type of particular point guard. I 
want him to be Lakeem Jackson. I think 
that’s good for us and I think he did that 
tonight.”
Jackson said contributions from every 
player on the team have already boosted 
the Gamecocks’ confi dence.
“Our conf idence level  i s  at  an 
al l-t ime high r ight now,” Jackson 
said. “Everybody’s bringing energy. 
Everybody’s feeding off each other. 
When Coach brought the fi rst fi ve in, 
when he brought the second fi ve in, the 
level stayed up. I think the confi dence 
level is really good right now.” 
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South Carolina’s rushing attack took a 
step backward last weekend with a mere 
79 yards in its loss to Arkansas.
It took a signifi cant step forward on 
Saturday.
Playing host to a Florida defense that 
entered the week allowing 123.3 yards on 
the ground per game , the now–No. 14 
Gamecocks rumbled to 215 yards on the 
afternoon behind the legs of Brandon 
Wilds and Connor Shaw , paving the 
way for a 17-12 victory and their second 
straight win over the Gators. 
“We actually came in with more of 
a passing attack [planned],” Shaw said. 
“They played a lot of cover-one against 
other teams, and against us they came 
out in a big zone and forced us to run the 
ball. I think we proved that we can.”
Shaw — who fi nished with 88 rushing 
yards on 16 attempts — put USC on 
the board with a crucial run midway 
through the second quarter. Trailing 
Florida 3-0 and with third-and-5 at the 
UF 10-yard line , Shaw dropped back to 
pass, scanned the fi eld, then tucked the 
ball and ran for the left corner of the end 
zone, diving just inside the pylon to give 
the Gamecocks a 7-3 lead .
“When we snapped the ball they 
rolled into a one-high safety [coverage]. 
It wasn’t what we wanted,” Shaw said. 
“I just took off running and it ended up 
being a good play.”
Wilds — who reached the century 
mark for the second time in three games 
with 120 rushing yards on 29 carries — 
nearly added a touchdown to his name 
on Carolina’s following possession with 
a run from the UF 5, but the officials 
ruled the freshman’s knee was down 
just before the ball crossed the goal line. 
Shaw capped off the drive moments later 
with a quarterback sneak, extending the 
lead to 14-3 before halftime .
“Brandon’s a good back,” said coach 
Steve Spurrier. “He’s a good runner with 
the ball. He really is. The line played 
well, too. Give our offensive line credit 
for having some holes in there today.”
The impressive rushing performance 
came alongside another frustrating 
out ing from USC’s passing game, 
racking up just 84 yards through the air , 
46 of which came on a single play in the 
fourth quarter . Taking over after the 
Gators cut the lead to 14-12 on a 2-yard 
run by Jacoby Brissett moments earlier, 
Shaw kicked off the drive with a long 
pass down the left sideline, hitting Ace 
Sanders at the UF 17 to eventually set up 
a short Jay Wooten fi eld goal .
“Ace came over and said, ‘Coach, I 
think I can run by him,’” Spurrier said. 
“That was one of the few times they 
actually played this sort of off coverage 
with a safety in the middle of the fi eld. It 
worked out for us.”
Despite completing just seven passes 
on the day , Spurrier said past experiences 
were proof that a team can overcome a 
sluggish aerial performance.
“We beat Florida in 2005 completing 
seven passes — seven out of 17,” Spurrier 
said. “Blake Mitchell hit Sidney Rice 
on a fade route in the fourth quarter to 
put us up, and we held on to beat them 
30-22 . We’ve won some that way.
“It was a beautiful day. You’d think 
this was a day you could throw for 300 
yards, but we’re just not very good at it 
right now. We’ll keep working on it and 
see if we can’t get better.”
USC’s defense provided a rejuvenated 
performance following a rough outing 
at Arkansas. A week after allowing 435 
yards to the Razorbacks , the Gamecocks 
held Florida to just 261 while recovering 
a pair of timely fumbles, the second of 
which set the offense up for its second 
score of the day.
On second-and-5 from the UF 47, 
Jadeveon Clowney stripped the ball from 
tailback Jeff Demps , and Rodney Paulk 
managed to fall on it at the 46 , paving 
the way for Shaw’s 1-yard touchdown 
run .
“I thought overall the most pleasing 
thing defensively was we didn’t lose our 
poise,” said associate head coach for 
defense Ellis Johnson . “We didn’t play 
particularly well early in the game. A 
lot of mistakes we had to clean up when 
they got off the fi eld, but we didn’t lose 
composure like I thought we did last 
week [when we] started making mental 
errors.” 
Alshon Jeffery wasn’t close with the late 
Kenny McKinley , but he does recall his 
last conversation with the former South 
Carolina standout.
“I didn’t know him very well, but I hung 
out with him a couple times,” Jeffery said. 
“The last thing he told me, though, was that 
I was going to break his record one day.”
That day came Saturday.  
With two catches totaling 17 yards in the 
Gamecocks’ 17-12 win over Florida, Jeffery 
pushed past McKinley and became USC’s 
all-time career receiving yards leader . He 
tied McKinley for the record on a 14-yard 
reception from quarterback Connor Shaw 
in the fi rst quarter then passed him in the 
second quarter on a 3-yard catch from Bruce 
Ellington out of the wildcat formation .
Jeffery now has 2,784 receiving yards in 
his career to McKinley’s 2,781 .
The achievement was accomplished in a 
fi tting way for Jeffery and the Gamecocks. 
In what has been a season of unpredictable 
events, Jeffery reached the mark in a rather 
unpredictable fashion, catching two passes 
from two different quarterbacks, neither 
of whom started the year in the roles they 
currently occupy . Jeffery said he was happy 
to get the record, but for him it was just 
another day at the ballpark. 
“It’s just a normal day to me,” he said. 
“It’s something my teammates helped me 
accomplish.”
The impact Jeffery has each week has also 
become normal. Jeffery hasn’t produced 
statistics similar to his first two seasons 
— he has just 77 receiving yards and one 
touchdown over the last four games — as 
teams have recognized Jeffery as USC’s lone 
downfi eld threat, bringing an extra safety 
to cover him as part of a cover two scheme . 
The different coverages have caused a drop-
off in his numbers this season, but Jeffery 
said he is OK with it because the attention 
paid to him helps USC fi nd ways to win.
“It’s never getting old,” Jeffery said. “I 
mean, it’s good, though, because we’ve got 
to win games by running the ball, so we 
talked about it as a team. They were going 
cover two, so we were going to keep on 
piling the ball up the middle. We’ll take 
whatever it is.”
It may have been just a normal day for 
Jeffery, but when it was announced he 
had moved past McKinley, everyone else 
thought it a special moment, as applause 
spread through the stadium.
“He didn’t say anything, but I heard it 
over the intercom,” Shaw said. “We’re very 
happy for him. It’s tough to get him the ball 
this season when guys are overplaying him, 
but he understands all that, and I’m very 
happy for him.” 
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Quarterback Connor Shaw celebrates with teammates after scoring a touchdown during Saturday’s 17-12 win over Florida.
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With a second-quarter reception, junior wideout Alshon Jeffery became 
South Carolina’s career leader in receiving yards, passing Kenny McKinley.
